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In mid-July, the Zapatista National Liberation Army (Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional,
EZLN) endorsed the appointment of Jorge Madrazo Cuellar as the government's new Chiapas peace
commissioner, creating an opening for the renewal of negotiations in the near future. Madrazo
former head of the government's National Human Rights Commission (Comision Nacional de
Derechos Humanos, CNDH) officially replaced Manuel Camacho Solis as peace commissioner on
June 24 (SourceMex, July 13, 1994).
The EZLN announced the decision to accept Madrazo as Chiapas peace commissioner in a
letter to three Mexico City newspapers, published on July 16. According to EZLN spokesman
Subcommander Marcos, the decision to accept the appointment of Madrazo was in part an effort by
the Zapatistas to show a good-faith effort to reach a negotiated solution to the conflict in Chiapas. In
its letter, the EZLN also requested the creation of a national mediation commission, to be headed by
Roman Catholic Bishop Samuel Ruiz of San Cristobal de las Casas.
In response, on July 17 Bishop Ruiz who had resigned as mediator shortly after Camacho left the
post of peace commissioner in June announced his decision to resume the role of mediator. He
also suggested that negotiations should begin as soon as possible. "We are limited by time and by
the country's political calendar," he said, referring to the upcoming presidential elections on Aug.
21. Madrazo and Ruiz already met in San Cristobal de las Casas on July 17 for initial discussions.
Madrazo described the meeting as "fruitful, positive, and encouraging," although he said no date
has yet been set for a resumption of negotiations between the government and the EZLN.
In its letter endorsing Madrazo, the EZLN also took the opportunity to criticize what it called
"irresponsible comments" by federal legislators Ramon Mota and Cuauhtemoc Sanchez of the
governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI). In recent statements, the two deputies alleged
that the EZLN received funds in February from US and European groups to buy weapons. The funds
were allegedly distributed to the EZLN through Bishop Ruiz. Marcos suggested the charges by Mota
and Sanchez are part of a strategy by some members of the PRI to force President Salinas to resolve
the Chiapas conflict through military means.
For his part, Madrazo told reporters he would thoroughly investigate reports that the Mexican
army had raided six churches and convents and at least 40 homes in search of weapons presumably
intended for the EZLN. Local residents told Reuter that this is the third time the army has raided
churches searching for weapons. Meantime, the Salinas administration on July 13 initiated a US$900
million anti-poverty program in Chiapas, following through on commitments made as part of an
agreement between former peace commissioner Camacho and the EZLN.
The Camacho- EZLN agreement was eventually rejected by indigenous communities in Chiapas on
the grounds that the accord was too limited in scope and failed to address pressing problems at the
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national level in Mexico, including corruption in the federal government (see SourceMex, 07/15/94).
Under the new program, government funds will be channeled toward health facilities, roads,
schools, marketing of coffee and other crops, nutrition and health, education, and preservation of
indigenous cultures.

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

